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*
imity of these geniuses, one or other of whom had

introduced all his leading ideas, makes Swedenborg
another example of the difficulty, even in a. highly
fertile genius, of proving originality, the first birth
and annunciation of one of the laws of nature.

He named his favourite views the doctrine of
Forms, the doctrine of Series and Degrees, the doc-
trine of Influx, the Doctrine of Correspondence, His
statement of thdfee doctrines deserves to be studied in
his books. Not every man can read them, but they
will reward him who can. His theologic works are
valuable to illustrate these. His writings would be
a sufficient library to a lonely and athletic student;
and the " Economy of the Animal Kingdom " is one of
those books which, by the sustained dignity of think-
ing, is an honour to the human race. He had studied
spars and metals to some purpose. His varied and
solid knowledge makes his style lustrous with points
and shooting epicula of thought, and resembling one
of those winter mornings when the air sparkles with
crystals. The grandeur of the topics makes the
grandeur of the style. He was apt for cosmology,
because of that native perception of identity which
made mere size of no account to him. In the atom
of magnetic iron he saw the quality which would
generate the spiral motion of sun and planet

The thoughts in which he lived were, the universal-
ity of each law in nature; the Platonic doctrine of the
scale or degrees; the version or conversion of each
into other, and so the correspondence of all the parts;
the fine secret thut little explains laige, and large,